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FCC

Room 222

1919 M St. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554 Ref.: FCC File~d RM-9242

Dear FCC,

It has come to my attention that the commission is considering allowing thousands

of new, low-power stations to broadcast. This would be an absolute disaster to

the broadcast industry!

The Federal Radio Commission in the 20's was established to eliminate this very

problem. It is hard to believe we could be facing this mass confusion again.

I am the General Manager ofWOGK-FM, WNDD-FM and WNDT-FM. In 1997,

WNDD had to deal with "a pirate" on their 95.5 frequency. The "pirate" caused

tremendous interference over a 4 to 5 city block area. I have been told that for under

$1200.00, a "pirate" can put a station on the air. Can you imagine what the radio

airwaves will be like?

(

This is NOT about First Amendment rights. Any American can legally apply for

and get a broadcast facility. It is about the ability to serve our communities and

broadcast a clear message. Broadcasters are licensed by the FCC and we would

expect protection from you for the frequencies granted to us.
i
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IWe broadcasters continue to serve our communities with Public Affairs shows, I

PSA's, promotion of local, charitable events and newscasts. Allowing low power,II
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"pirates" would limit our ability to serve our communities and meet the require­

ments of our licenses.

Please do NOT allow low power stations to get "on the air". It will in no way

serve the general public. There are many current broadcast areas for special

interest groups to receive air time. Radio broadcasting should not be allowed

to shrink to part time people (pirates) who can tum theirs on any time they feel

like playing.
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, Dj 20554

RE: RM~nd RM~9242

Dear Sir or Madam:
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This correspondence is in reference to the proposed low-power pirate radio stations.

I realize that the deadline for this correspondence may have past. I did not notice the proposed
action until this morning. But here goes anyway.

We are in a small community which has been served by our AM station since 1953. Our FM has
been on the air since 1989. We have served the needs ofour community with free time to
anyone and all organizations that have a legitimate statement to make or cause to promote. This
has been done in the shadow of 32 other broadcast channels coming into our area. Needless to
say it has been difficult financially to keep things going considering that there are so many
stations in our neighboring town who try to find revenues to keep themselves alive. A non~profit

religious station was allowed in our city at a higher power than our station and have effectively
taken away our ability to sell religious programming because people can listen to them without
having to hear commercials.

While we have no pirate stations on the air at present, I believe it would be a mistake to allow
this to happen. Naturally, I am selfish in the matter. But, after you pay the bills there is little
left. I'm afraid that jf the listenership is divides up much more our advertising will become
ineffective and revenues will drop below the level required to sustain us.

Until now we have been able to donate one full day every year to the local Kiwanis Club to raise
an average of $3500.00 per year which goes to finance community projects for children ofall
classes, races, gender, etc. One day per year for a neighboring town to raise one the average of
$2500.00 to finance the same kind of services in their town. One day a year for the Poteau Noon
Lyons Club to raise an average of $3000.00 per year for service to the elderly and to finance
their "white cane" and eyeglass project for the blind. We ourselves are Native American and do
promote Native American projects in our area.

There are many other minor projects which find us and use our facilities to promote themselves.

IIPoteau River Valley's Finest"



I don't ask for protection against competition in the marketplace. If, however, there are so many
outlets, you take away the audience and effectively take away revenue.

I thank you for t~ing time to read this.


